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A Brief History:

� Started in 1998/9 Single Regeneration Board (4) 
Funding: Youth Disaffection Project

� Subsequently received several other funding streams: 
Positive Futures, Positive Activities for Young People, 
Healthy Living Centre, European Social Fund (x4) and 
‘in kind’ contributions from Bassetlaw District Council’s 
Sport Development Unit.

� Grown and changed with different funding & different 
skills

� Uses traditional sports such as football, but also more 
extreme activities and outdoor pursuits effectively for 
youth engagement



Experience Shared

� ‘A Sporting Chance’ has been acclaimed 
Nationally and very supportive to other local 
projects and initiatives

� Was the model used to transfer to other high 
priority areas e.g. Mansfield & Ashfield
(M.A.S.H. Positive Futures) and more recently 
Lincoln Positive Futures.

� Delivered presentations on the project at 
numerous National and Regional Events



‘A Sporting Chance’

� Works primarily with ‘hard to reach’ young people aged 
10 to 24 years of age 

� Young people usually come through various referral 
agencies such as Connexions, Youth Offending Team, 
Youth Inclusion Support Panel, Drug Support 
Agencies, School Inclusion Units etc.  

� They can also self refer to the project
� Sessions can be in school time, out of school hours 

and during holiday periods



Alternative Curriculum 

� During school hours as part of 
recognised school timetable

� Primary school and 
Secondary school sessions

� Young people identified by 
School Inclusion Units and 
Connexions as struggling with 
the school and education 
system

� Could be behavioural issues 
or low self esteem

� Deliver a range of activities 
and programmes designed to 
address these issues



Alternative Curriculum

� Emphasis to re-engage with 
mainstream education 
sessions when appropriate

� Signs include:
� Reduction in truancy
� No longer on report or in 

trouble
� Raised self esteem
� Wanting to return to 

mainstream sessions



Out of School Hours Activities

� Sessions in targeted ‘hot 
spot’ areas of anti social 
behaviour

� Football
� ‘Non contact’ Boxing
� Inline hockey
� ‘Fly jumpers’
� Constantly looking for 

new ideas and initiatives



P.A.Y.P. Holiday Programme

� Positive Activities for Young 
People

� Sessions run predominately 
during school holiday periods 
to referred young people

� Extreme Activity Sessions run 
by experienced qualified 
coaches ‘bought in’ by the 
project and assisted by ‘A 
Sporting Chance’ staff



P.A.Y.P. activities include:

� Climbing and abseiling 
(indoor and outdoor)

� Dry slope skiing
� Street dance
� Football
� Mountain biking
� Ice skating
� Fishing



P.A.Y.P. activities include:

� Skate boarding
� Canoeing and Kayaking
� Ice hockey
� ‘Fly’ jumping
� Young people are picked 

up by mini bus from 
various locations 
throughout Bassetlaw 
and taken to and from 
these sessions



Coaching awards

� Young Leaders Award
� Level 1 Award in Sports 

Leadership
� Level 2 Award in Community 

Sports Leadership
� Level 3 Higher Sports Leader 

Award
� Sport Specific National 

Governing Body awards
� Links with North Notts 

College to deliver BTEC 
qualifications through E.S.F. 
projects



ESF Project

� LSC/ESF Funded project from June 2008 to December 
2010

� 14 to 19 year olds
� A range of courses and activities aimed at those who 

are NEET or potential NEET
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ESF Project

� 40 beneficiaries (19 male 21 female) made up of:
� 18 NEET or potential NEET
� 8 With Disabilities or Health Conditions
� 2 Teenage Parents or Parents to be
� 8 Young Offenders
� 2 In Care
� 2 Ethnic Minorities



Any Questions?

� Contact details:
� Christopher Dukes

Senior Sports Project Officer, ‘A Sporting Chance’
Bassetlaw District Council
17b The Square
Retford
Nottinghamshire
DN22 6DB
Tel: 01909 534522
Mob: 07913814093
Web: www.bassetlaw.gov.uk




